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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 

Office  of  Human  Development 
Services 

[Program  Announcment  No.  13654-801] 

Research  and  Training  Centers; 
Availability  of  Grant  Funds 

agency:  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research,  (NIHR)  Office 
of  Human  Development  Services, 
(OHDS)  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  (DHEW). 

action:  Announcement  of  availability  of 
grant  funds  for  rehabilitation  research 
and  training  center  program  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  persons  with  deafness. 


summary:  The  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research  (NIHR) 
announces  that  applications  are  being 
,  accepted  for  a  grant  under  Title  II  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended 
by  Pub.  L.  94-602  (Rehabilitation, 
Comprehensive  Services  and 
Developmental  Disabilities 
Amendments  of  1978)  to  establish  a 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Center  in  the  area  of  deafness. 
Regulations  applicable  to  this  program 
were  published  in  the  Federal  Register, 
Subpart  A  and  Subpart  D  of  Part  1362, 
Chapter  VIII  of  Title  45  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  (45  CFR  Part  1362) 
of  November  25, 1975.  However,  these 
regulations  are  currently  undergoing 
revision  and  will  appear  as  Notice  of 
Proposed  Rule-making  early  in  May 
1980.  These  revised  regulations  will  be 
applicable  to  all  grants  and  continuation 
awards  funded  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
final  issuance.  Institutions  of  higher 
education,  states  and  public  and  private 
organizations  associated  with 
institutions  of  higher  education  may 
apply. 

DATES:  Closing  date  for  receipt  of 
application  is  June  13, 1980.  Applicants 
are  encouraged  to  respond  at  an  earlier 
date  if  possible. 

Scope  of  This  Announcement 

This  Program  Announcement  covers 
one  funding  priority  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Center  Program  for  Fiscal  Year  1980. 

This  funding  priority  is  in  the  area  of 
deafness.  Deafness  means  both  those 
individuals  who  have  no  hearing  for 
speech  reception  and  those  in  that 
borderline  population  who  may  hear 
some  spoken  words,  with  or  without 
amplification,  but  not  connected 
discourse. 


Program  Purpose 

Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973,  as  amended  by  Pub.  L,  95-602 
(Rehabilitation,  Comprehensive 
Services,  and  Developmental 
Disabilities  Amendments  of  1978), 
authorizes  the  establishment  of 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Centers  for  conducting  rehabilitation 
research  and  training.  The  Centers, 
discrete  organizational  and  physical 
entities,  are  integrated  or  affiliated  with 
institutions  of  higher  education  having 
expertise  and  well-developed  resources 
for  conducting  multidisciplinary 
research  and  training,  and  are 
associated  with  service  programs  • 
considered  essential  for  carrying  out 
comprehensive  programs  of  patient/ 
client  care  and  rehabilitation.  The  three 
major  activities — research,  training,  and 
services — are  expected  to  be  mutually 
supportive.  Specifically,  this  concept 
calls  for  research  ideas  to  derive  from 
service  delivery  problems:  for  research 
results  to  be  applied  in  service  delivery 
settings;  and  for  research  results  to  be 
disseminated  through  training. 

Program  Goal  and  Objectives 

The  major  goal  of  a  Rehabilitation 
Research  and  Training  Center  in 
Deafness  is  to  develop  and  conduct  a 
well-organized  program  of  rehabilitation 
research  which  focuses  on  the  physical, 
psychological,  social,  vocational  and 
personal  adjustment  problems  resulting 
from  deafness  and  to  disseminate  and 
promote  the  utilization  of  research 
findings  through  training.  NIHR  defines 
a  probram  of  research  as  that  in  which 
the  entire  research  program  is  planned 
so  as  to  contribute  in  a  sequential  or 
complementary  way  to  a  centralized 
body  of  knowledge  of  manageable 
scope.  Each  separate  study  or 
investigation  must  have  some 
reasonable  relationship  to  the  central 
topic  or  research  core  area  and  must  be 
undertaken  on  the  basis  of  a 
predetermined  plan  developed  upon  the 
basis  of  a  review  of  what  is  already 
known  about  the  topic.  The  research 
should  focus  on  a  limited  number  of 
higher  priority  areas.  The  research 
findings  should  have  relevance  and 
application  to  the  rehabilitation  process 
of  deaf  persons.  The  Centers’  training 
objectives  are  to  develop  materials  and 
to  conduct  teaching  and  training 
programs  to  disseminate  and  promote 
the  utilization  of  research  findings 
thereby  reducing  the  delay  between  the 
discovery  of  new  knowledge  and  its 
application  in  practice. 

Applicants  for  a  Research  and 
Training  Center  in  Deafness  must 
demonstrate  their  capabilities  for 


achieving  the  Research  and  Training 
Center  program  goal  and  objectives. 
Applicants  should  identify  and  develop 
a  minimum  of  two  research  core  areas 
they  consider  priority  areas,  ranked  in 
order  of  importance,  to  be  developed 
during  the  first  year  and  within  the 
constraint  of  available  federal  funds  and 
list  in  priority  order  other  research  core 
ares  they  may  wish  to  undetake  in  later 
years.  Problem  areas  that  may  be 
addressed  but  not  limited  to  are: 

a.  Improved  methods  for  assessing 
rehabilitation  potential  and  for 
measuring  rehabilitation  outcomes  of 
persons  disabled  by  deafness. 

b.  Education  on  the  prevention  of 
deafness. 

c.  Integration  of  rehabilitation 
methods  and  technologies  that  might  be 
applicable  to  multi-handicapped  deaf 
persons  particularly  those  who  are 
mentally  retarded  or  have  other 
developmental  disabilities. 

d.  Improved  methods  for  the 
vocational  evaluation  of  deaf  persons. 

e.  Job  identification,  development, 
adaptation,  modification  and  placement 
and  follow  through  techniques  for  the 
increased  employment  of  deaf  people  in 
education,  engineering,  computer 
science,  industry,  commerce,  banking, 
the  arts,  and  government. 

f.  Self  employment  and  small  business 
opportunities  for  persons  disabled  by 
deafness. 

g.  The  most  effective  use  of  sheltered 
workshops  and  home  industries 
programs  for  those  deaf  persons  who 
cannot  enter  the  competitive  labor 
market. 

h.  Rehabilitation,  including  the 
acquisition  and  maintenance  of 
independent  living  skills  of  deaf  aged 
persons  to  enable  them  to  live  in  their 
residence  or  home  communities  as  an 
alternative  to  traditional  nursing  home 
and  other  institutional  placements — 
accessing  Senior  Citizen  and  other 
centers  and  programs. 

i.  Measurement  of  residual  hearing 
and  maximization  of  its  functional  use. 

j.  Development  of  improved  methods 
for  promoting  peer  support  and 
improving  self  image  to  enhance 
rehabilitation. 

k.  Methods  of  providing  rehabilitation 
and  other  community  support  services  to 
persons  disabled  by  deafness  who  live 
in  rural  areas. 

l.  Innovative  methods  for  identifying 
and  providing  training  services  to 
preschool  age  children  who  are  disabled 
by  deafness  and  appropriate  services  to 
their  families. 

m.  Advanced  communication 
procedures,  methods  and  techniques. 

n.  Speech  conservation,  auditory 
training  and  or  retraining. 
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0.  Development  of  models  to  enable 
the  deaf  to  have  access  to  the  services 
of  community  agencies  and  to  enable 
community  agencies  to  improve 
extension  of  their  services  to  deaf 
persons. 

p.  Biases  in  standard  educational, 
audiological  and  vocational  test  and 
measures  and  modification  of  these  tests 
and  measures  for  application  to  deaf 
persons. 

q.  Methods  for  changing  societal 
attitudes  toward  deaf  persons  and  the 
attitudes  of  deaf  persons  toward 
themselves  that  interfere  with  or  prevent 
deaf  people  from  assuming  their  full 
roles  in  the  mainstream  of  American 
society. 

r.  Demographic  and  other  related 
studies  pertaining  to  people  disabled  by 
deafness. 

8.  The  use  of  consumer  groups  in 
improving  the  design,  funding  and 
administration  of  service  delivery; 
research  and  training  programs 
pertaining  to  deaf  people;  and  in 
bringing  about  the  removal  of 
attitudinal,  communication, 
transportation,  and  architectural 
barriers. 

t.  Environmental  barriers  that  affect 
full  visual  participation. 

u.  Utilization  of  advanced 
Telcommunication  and  Media 
methodology  and  technology  in  training 
of  people  disabled  by  deafness. 

Eligible  Applicants 

Institutions  of  higher  education  and 
public  and  private  organizations  having 
well-recognized  programs  of  research 
and  affiliated  with  institutions  of  higher 
education  may  apply  for  the  Center 
grant,  provided  the  Center  program  has 
a  separate  organizational  identity. 

Available  Funds 

An  application  may  be  up  to  a  five 
year  duration.  Applications  proposing 
multi-year  activities  must  be 
accompanied  by  an  explanation  of  the 
need  for  the  multi-year  support;  a 
review  of  the  objective  and  activities 
proposed;  and  budget  estimates  to 
obtain  the  objectives  in  any  proposed 
subsequent  year. 

Approximately  $300,000  is  available 
for  the  new  Research  and  Training 
Center  in  Deafness.  This  initial  grant 
substains  the  Federal  share  of  the 
budget  for  the  first  year  of  the  project. 
Applications  for  continuation  awards 
will  be  reviewed  annually  on  a  non¬ 
competitive  basis  and  approved  only  if: 

(a)  Funds  are  available  to  continue  the 
Center. 

(b)  Satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made  in  implementing  the  approved 
work  plan  and  in  achieving  the  Center 


goals  and  objectives  as  indicated  by  site 
visits,  progress  reports  and  other 
relevant  data. 

(c)  The  need  continues  to  exist  for  the 
activities  conducted  by  the  Center. 

Grantee  Share  of  the  Project 

While  no  specific  percentage  of 
grantee  sharing  is  required,  grantees  are 
expected  to  commit  their  resources  to 
the  support  of  activities  of  the  Center. 
The  administrative  overhead  costs 
(indirect)  in  the  Research  and  Training 
Center  program  is  limited  to  15  percent 
of  the  total  allowable  direct  costs. 

The  Application  Process 

— Availability  of  Forms:  Application  for 
a  Research  and  Training  Center  grant 
must  be  submitted  on  standard  forms 
provided  for  this  purpose.  Application 
kits  which  include  the  forms  and  other 
information  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to:  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research,  Room  3418, 
Mary  E.  Switzer  Building,  330  C 
Streets,  SW.,  Washington,  DC.  20201. 
Attention:  13654-801 — ^Telephone: 
202/245-0870. 

— Application  Submission:  One  signed 
original  and  two  copies  of  the  grant 
application,  including  all  attachments, 
must  be  submitted  to  the  address 
indicated  in  the  application 
instructions.  Additionally,  a  copy  of 
the  application  is  to  be  submitted 
concurrently  to  the  appropriate 
Regional  Office  and  appropriate  State 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Agency  for 
review  and  comment. 

— A-95  Notification  Process:  This  grant 
program  is  exempt  from  A-95  State 
and  Area  Wide  Clearinghouses. 

Special  Consideration  for  Funding 

To  insure  an  equitable  geographic 
distribution  of  the  Research  and 
Training  Centers  applications  from  other 
than  the  geographic  areas  in  which  an 
RTC  in  the  same  area  of  study  is  already 
located  will  be  given  priority.  Thus  any 
such  application  judged  acceptable  will 
be  funded  before  other  applications. 

Application  Consideration 

The  Director  of  the  National  Institute 
of  Handicapped  Research  determines 
the  final  action  to  be  taken  with  respect 
to  each  grant  application  for  this 
program. 

All  applications  are  subjected  to  a 
competitive  review  and  evaluation 
conducted  by  qualified  persons 
including  those  outside  the  Federal 
Government.  The  results  of  the 
competitive  review  supplement  and 
assist  the  Director’s  consideration  of  the 
competing  applications.  The  Director’s 
consideration  also  takes  into  account 


comments  of  the  RSA  Regional  Office, 
State  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Agencies  and  the  NIHR  program  staff. 
Comments  on  the  application  may  also 
be  requested  from  appropriate 
specialists  and  consultants  inside  and 
outside  the  Federal  Government. 

After  the  Director  has  reached  a 
decision  either  to  disapprove  or  not  to 
fund  a  grant  application,  unsuccessful 
applicants  are  notifred  in  writing  of  this 
decision.  The  successful  applicant  is 
notifred  through  the  issuance  of  a  notice 
of  financial  assistance  awarded  which 
sets  forth  the  amount  of  funds  granted, 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant, 
the  budget  period  for  which  support  is 
given,  the  total  grantee  share  expected, 
and  the  total  period  for  which  project 
support  is  contemplated. 

Selection  Criteria 

Grant  applications  will  be  reviewed 
and  evaluated  against  the  following 
criteria: 

a.  National  Need.  1.  The  extent  to 
which  the  applicant  reflects  knowledge 
of  and  has  analyzed  rehabilitation  needs 
with  specific  references  to  persons  or 
agencies  to  be  served  or  benefited. 

b.  Plan  of  Operation.  1.  The  extent  to 
which  the  applicant  exhibits  thorough 
knowledge  of  pertinent  previous 
research  and  relates  the  proposed 
research  to  it. 

2.  The  soundness  of  the  proposed  plan 
of  operation  including  considerations  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  objectives  are 
clearly  described;  are  capable  of  being 
attained;  and  are  measurable. 

3.  Evidence  of  a  sound  administrative 
structure  and  organizational  mechanism 
for  implementing  and  operating  a  center. 

4.  Evidence  of  support  from 
rehabilitation  agencies,  from  public  and 
voluntary  organizations  serving  the 
disabled,  and  from  consumer 
organizations,  and  specific  measures  are 
described  for  achieving  a  high  level  of 
interaction  between  the  center  and 
these  resources  in  implementing  and 
operating  the  center. 

5.  A  description  of  an  Advisory 
Council  used  in  the  development  and 
operation  of  the  center;  the  types  of 
constituents  to  be  represented;  and 
names  and  titles  of  members. 

6.  The  extent  to  which  the  applicant 
demonstrates  that  the  center  research 
will  be  effectively  utilized  and  will 
directly  improve  affiliated  services. 

7.  The  extent  to  which  the  research 
conducted  by  the  center  is  likely  to  be 
effectively  utilized  in  other  programs  for 
similar  purposes. 

8.  The  extent  of  provisions  made  for 
research  dissemination  and  for  making 
materials,  techniques  and  other  outputs 
available  to  those  concerned  with 
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rehabilitation  with  which  the  center 
itself  is  concerned. 

9.  The  applicant  demonstrates 
evidence  of  programmatic  research 
within  the  research  core  areas. 

10.  The  methodological  soundness  of 
individual  research  &  training  project 

11.  The  extent  of  the  relationship 
between  the  research  and  training 
projects  and  the  identified  research  core 
areas. 

12.  Evidence  that  the  training  projects 
are  in  consonance  with  and  capable  of 
achieving  training  objectives. 

c.  Evaluation  Plan.  1.  Provisions  are 
made  for  adequate  evaluation  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  center  program  and 
for  determining  the  extent  to  which 
objectives  are  accomplished. 

d.  Adequacy  of  Resources.  1.  The 
university  with  which  the  center  is 
affiliated  has  multidisciplinary 
rehabilitation  resources  available  that 
will  insure  a  sound  and  substantial 
growth  of  a  significant  Research  and 
Training  Center. 

2.  The  center  demonstrates  an 
affiliation  arrangement  with  the 
university  and  the  affiliated  clinical 
services,  but  is  a  distinct  organizational 
unit  and  sufficiently  independent  in  its 
administration  within  the  affiliated 
arrangement. 

3.  The  degree  to  which  the  center  can 
draw  upon  and  coordinate  the  resources 
and  staff  efforts  of  the  university  and 
the  clinical  component  to  accomplish  its 
objectives. 

4.  The  adequacy  of  the  facilities  and 
resources  available  to  the  center  to 
conduct  the  proposed  work. 

e.  Budget  and  Cost  Effectiveness.  1. 
The  extent  to  which  the  budget  reflects 
the  activities  and  the  reasonableness  of 
the  allocation  of  the  resources  among 
the  activities. 

2.  The  costs  of  the  program  are 
reasonable  to  the  government  in  relation 
to  expected  benefits. 

3.  The  extent  of  outside  support  and 
services. 

f.  Quality  of  Key  Personnel.  1.  Project 
personnel,  actual  or  proposed,  are  highly 
qualified  and  appointments  of  core  staff 
are  appropriate. 

Closing  Date  for  Receipt  of  Applications 

The  closing  date  for  receipt  of 
applications  under  this  Program 
Announcement  is  June  13, 1980. 
Applicants  are  encouraged  to  respond  at 
an  earlier  date  if  possible.  Applications 
may  be  mailed  or  hand  delivered.  Hand 
delivered  applications  will  be  accepted 
during  regular  working  hours  at  8:30  a.m. 
to  5:00  p.m. 

An  application  will  be  considered  to 
have  arrived  bay  the  closing  date  if: 


1.  The  application  was  sent  by 
registered  or  certified  mail  no  later  than 
June  13, 1980  as  evidenced  by  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  postmark  or  the  original 
receipt  from  the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
unless  the  application  arrives  too  late  to 
be  considered  by  the  independent 
review  panel. 

2.  The  application  is  hand  delivered  to 
the  office  designated  to  receive  the 
application  in  the  application 
instructions.  Hand  delivered 
applications  will  be  accepted  no  later 
than  close  of  business.  June  13, 1980,  in 
any  case. 

Late  applications  are  not  acceptable 
and  applicants  will  be  notified 
accordingly. 

In  view  of  the  limited  time  remaining 
in  the  fiscal  year  for  applicants  to  ,  • 
prepare  and  submit  their  applications 
and  for  selection  of  the  grantee,  and 
because  of  the  need  to  begin  operations 
under  the  grant  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
Director  has  determined  under  5  U.S.C. 
533  that  public  comment  on  the 
standards  in  this  notice  would  be 
impracticable  and  contrary  to  the  public 
interest. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Program,  Number:  13654,  Research  and 
Demonstrations] 

Dated:  April  9, 1980. 

Margaret  J.  Giannini, 

Director  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research. 

Approved:  April  17, 1980. 

Cesar  A.  Perales. 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  for  Human 
Development  Services. 

(FR  Doc.  80-12427  Filed  4-22-80;  8:45  am] 
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